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out these years, its major contribution has been 
in the area of health education. It has done 
this through Negro schools and colleges, post- 
graduate courses for Negro physicians, meet- 
ings of the National Medical Association and 
field consultant services. 


New Techniques Developed 

The Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America during the past four years has been 
active in the Negro field and now employs two 
Negro professional workers on its staff. The 
National Infantile Paralysis Fund has during 
the past two years become increasingly con- 
sous of the Negro crippled children and has 
helped in establishing hospital facilities for their 
care at Tuskegee Institute. The National Ur- 
ban League has also made an important con- 
tribution and has experimented with a tech- 
nique which merits consideration. This has con- 
sisted of sending specialists in the fields of 
health, housing, employment and case studies 
to communities requesting these services in or- 
der to evaluate the problems and needs of the 
Negro community and suggest ways and means 
whereby these problems may be solved. This is 
an approach which should commend itself to 
health agencies at the national and local levels. 


The Balance Sheet 


These, then, are the assets of the Negro during 
the past 35 years. What are his liabilities? A 
few pertinent comparisons will show the many 


HEALTH ASSETS AND LIABILITIES OF THE NEGRO 
(Continued from Page 200) 


differentials which exist between the health ex- 
periences of Negro and white individuals. 


1. The general Negro mortality rate is 30 to 40 per- 
cent higher than the rate for white; and between the 
ages of 20 and 24, three times as many Negro as white 
women die. 

2. Negro life expectancy is 10 to 12 years shorter 
than that of the whole group. 

3. In 1943, proportionately three times as many Ne- 
gro males and four times as many Negro females as 
white males and females, respectively, died from tuber- 
culosis, and in certain cities and age groups, this dis- 
proportion reached levels of 8 to 1. 

4. Venereal disease, as shown by a number of surveys 
in the civilian population, by the rejection figures from 
selective service and by Army and Navy figures, is from 
10 to 12 times more prevalent in Negro than in white 
groups. 

5. In spite of the fact that utilization of sulfa drugs 
has cut fatalities tremendously, pneumonia and influ- 
enza still kill, proportionately, twice as many Negroes 
as whites. 

6. Our mothers and infants continue to die in greater 
proportions. Twice as many Negro mothers and one-half 
times as many Negro infants as white mothers and 
infants, respectivey, die yearly in this country. 

7. Pellagra, which is a disease of poverty as ex- 
pressed in poor nutrition, is an important consideration 
in the mortality of the Negro in the South. At present, 
4 times as many Negro males and 6 times as many 
Negro females die in comparison to white males and 
females, respectively. 

8. Malaria is another important consideration in the 
South. In 1940, 8 times as many Negro males and 10 
times as many Negro females died of this disease in 
comparison to white males and females, respectively. 
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